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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 

 

SEPARATION OF HINDUISM FROM 

OUR SCHOOLS, an unincorporated 

association; CIVIL LIBERTIES FOR 

URBAN BELIEVERS, an unincorporated 

association; DASIA SKINNER; 

AMONTAE WILLIAMS, and DARRYL 

WILLIAMS, 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 )  

  Plaintiffs, )  

 )   Case No. 1-20-CV-04540 

 v. )  

 )  Honorable Judge Matthew F.Kennelly 

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, City of 

Chicago School District #299; THE 

DAVID LYNCH FOUNDATION; and 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, 

) 

)             

) 

) 

 Magistrate Judge Heather M. McShain 

 )  

  Defendants. )  

 

 

MOTION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, PRELIMINARY 

INJUNCTION, PERMANENT INJUNCTION, AND DECLARATORY JUDGMENT 

AS A MATTER OF LAW 

 

 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, SEPARATION OF HINDUISM FROM OUR SCHOOLS, an 

unincorporated association, CIVIL LIBERTIES FOR URBAN BELIEVERS (“CLUB”), an 

unincorporated association, DASIA SKINNER, AMONTAE WILLIAMS, and DARRYL 

WILLIAMS (collectively, “Plaintiffs”), by and through their attorneys, MAUCK & BAKER, 

LLC, and pursuant to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 57 and 65, hereby move for a Temporary 

Restraining Order, Preliminary Injunction, Permanent Injunction, and Declaratory Judgment as a 

matter of law against Defendants CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (“CPS”), THE DAVID 

LYNCH FOUNDATION, and THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO (collectively, “Defendants”). 
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In support of this Motion, Plaintiffs incorporate by reference their previously filed Complaint, 

the exhibits attached to the Complaint, as well as the Memorandum of Law in Support (“Memo”) 

filed contemporaneously with the instant motion, and hereby state as follows: 

1. Plaintiffs move this Court for a temporary restraining order, preliminary injunction, 

permanent injunction, and declaratory judgment with respect to Counts I and II of their 

Complaint. 

2. The practice of Transcendental Meditation is religious in nature, and the 

incorporation of such a program into a public school is a clear violation of the Establishment 

Clause of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

3. As established by this Motion, the Memorandum in Support of the Motion, and the 

documents and pleadings referenced herein, Plaintiffs are entitled to immediate declaratory and 

injunctive relief because: (1) they are likely to succeed on the merits; (2) they are suffering, and 

will continue to suffer, irreparable harm in the absence of preliminary relief; (3) the balance of 

equities tips in the Plaintiffs’ favor; and (4) because an injunction is in the public interest. See 

Winter v. Natural Res. Def. Council, Inc., 555 U.S. 7, 20 (2008). 

4. With the recent announcement that CPS intends to bring students back to schools 

soon, emergency relief in the form of a Temporary Restraining Order is necessary to officially 

suspend the “Quiet Time” program within CPS schools and to ensure the program does not 

restart in order to prevent additional violations of First Amendments rights and the Illinois 

Religious Freedom Restoration Act. 

5. In fact, the Plaintiffs are so likely to succeed on the merits that this Court may, if it 

chooses to expeditiously resolve this matter, find that the Plaintiffs are entitled to judgment as a 

matter of law and issue a declaration and a permanent injunction to that effect. 
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6. The Plaintiffs also request waiver of any bond requirement.
1
 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs, respectfully request relief as follows: 

A) Plaintiffs respectfully request a Temporary Restraining Order directing CPS to officially 

suspend the “Quiet Time” program within CPS schools until the Court can make a determination as 

to any related injunctive or declaratory relief. 

B) Plaintiffs respectfully request a declaratory judgment that the practice of 

“Transcendental Meditation,” and the “Quiet Time” program by extension, are both fundamentally 

religious in nature. 

C) Plaintiffs respectfully request a declaratory judgment that facilitating, establishing,  

implementing, or reimplementing the “Quiet Time” program, or any other program involving the 

practice of “Transcendental Meditation,” within or through any CPS school, violates the 

Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution. Plaintiffs further 

request a declaratory judgment that each named Defendant violated the constitutional rights of 

Plaintiffs through their collaborative efforts to facilitate the “Quiet Time” program within or 

through CPS schools, by pressuring former and current students to participate in the “Quiet Time” 

program against their wills, and by failing to adequately monitor and supervise the non-CPS 

certified “Transcendental Meditation” instructors running the “Quiet Time” program. 

D) Plaintiffs respectfully request a preliminary injunction barring CPS from continuing to 

facilitate the “Quiet Time” program, or any other program involving the practice of “Transcendental 

                                                             

1 See Doctor John’s, Inc. v. City of Sioux City, 305 F.Supp.2d 1022, 1043–44 (N.D. Iowa 2004) (“[R]equiring a 

bond to issue before enjoining potentially unconstitutional conduct . . . simply seems inappropriate, because 

the rights potentially impinged by the governmental entity’s actions are of such gravity that protection of 

those rights should not be contingent upon an ability to pay”). 
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Meditation,” within or through any CPS school. Plaintiffs further request a permanent injunction 

barring CPS from facilitating the “Quiet Time” program, or any other program involving the 

practice of “Transcendental Meditation,” within or through any CPS school at any point in the 

future. 

E) Plaintiffs respectfully request a preliminary injunction barring the David Lynch 

Foundation from engaging in any further attempts to establish the “Quiet Time” program, or any 

other program involving the practice of “Transcendental Meditation,” within or through any CPS 

school. Plaintiffs further request a permanent injunction barring the David Lynch Foundation from 

engaging in any attempts to establish the “Quiet Time” program, or any other program involving the 

practice of “Transcendental Meditation,” within or through any CPS school at any point in the 

future. 

F) Plaintiffs respectfully request a preliminary injunction barring the University of Chicago 

from conducting any research projects involving implementing the “Quiet Time” program, or any 

other program involving the practice of “Transcendental Meditation,” within or through any CPS 

school. Plaintiffs further request a permanent injunction barring the University of Chicago from 

conducting any research projects involving implementing the “Quiet Time” program, or any other 

program involving the practice of “Transcendental Meditation,” within or through any CPS school 

at any point in the future. 

G) Award damages for violation of the Plaintiffs’ statutory rights and for the injuries and 

unlawful burdens it has incurred; 

H) Award the Plaintiffs their costs and expenses of this action, including reasonable 

attorneys’ fees, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988, and other applicable law; 

I) Grant such other relief as this Court deems appropriate. 
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Dated: August 3, 2020   Respectfully submitted, 

 

SEPARATION OF HINDUISM FROM 

OUR SCHOOLS, CIVIL LIBERTIES 

FOR URBAN BELIEVERS, DASIA 

SKINNER, AMONTAE WILLIAMS, and 

DARRYL WILLIAMS, 

 

John W. Mauck (#1797328)   By: s/ John W. Mauck    

Terry S. Lu (#6313383)         One of their attorneys 

MAUCK & BAKER, LLC 

One North LaSalle Street, Suite 600 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Telephone: (312) 726-1243 

Facsimile:   (866) 619-8661 
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